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correspondents cabled it home and, since the diplomats were all
worked up about it, the Embassy had to cable the report to Wash-
ington. The rumour lasted for some three days, from the isth to the
15th, but on the i5th Dooman met Ohashi at lunch and received
from him a categorical denial " with great vigour." At Ohashi's
suggestion we put Hill of the A.P. up to asking the question of Ko
Ishii, who said, " I can absolutely flatly deny that Japan intends to
send Army or Navy forces against* or to Singapore," and he added
that Japan's intentions in the south are entirely peaceful and ex-
clusively economic as recently stated by Prince Konoye. He char-
acterized the reports as the " work of war-mongers.5* At least one of
the sources of tie rumour was General Ishihara, retired because he
had published an article advocating a Japanese attack on Singapore.
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As for the pact with Soviet Russia, the press as a whole tends to
regard it with guarded approval rather than with enthusiasm, and
points out that it is merely a first step in the direction of stabilizing
Japan's relations with that country* There are indications that the
complete confidence which would impel a southward advance is not
yet felt with regard to the northern neighbour.

By and large there seems to be considerable opposition to Japan's
pushing the southward advance by force. The Government is care-
fully watching developments in Europe and their effect on American
policy, but it must be admitted that there have been noticeable
repercussions in Japan in a direction favourable to the pro-Axis
elements as a result of the unfortunate trend of military operations
in the eastern Mediterranean during the past fortnight.

Yesterday the Government issued the following confidential instruc-
tions to the Japanese press in commenting on the treaty with Russia:

(1)  The press is not to convey the impression that Japan is not
enthusiastic over the conclusion of the pact;

(2)  The opposition of certain anti-Soviet circles in Japan is not
to be mentioned ;

(3)  Nothing is to be said with regard to the weaknesses of Soviet
Russia which led to the conclusion of the treaty ;

(4)  The conditional provisions respectively exchanged by the two
countries are not to be touched on.

These instructions are, of course, very significant; they speak for
themselves.

I learned on good authority and so reported to the Department
that German fifth columnists are steadily increasing in Japan and
are causing real concern. It is said that growing activity on the part,
of members of the Gestapo is noticeable and that these gentry are
reporting to the Japanese police the names of Japanese whom they
believe to be harbouring anti-Axis sentiments.
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